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The	
   course	
   begins	
  with	
   the	
   reading	
   of	
   Life's	
   Origin	
   -­‐	
   The	
   Beginnings	
   of	
   Biological	
   Evolution,	
   J.	
  W.	
  
Schopf,	
   University	
   of	
   California	
   Press,	
   2002.	
   This	
   book	
   is	
   written	
   at	
   an	
   introductory	
   level	
   for	
   the	
  
popular	
  press,	
  which	
  provides	
  the	
  students	
  with	
  a	
  common	
  level	
  of	
  knowledge,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  relatively	
  
quick	
   overview	
   of	
   the	
   field.	
   Selected	
   chapters	
   of	
   the	
   text	
  Origins	
   of	
   Life	
   on	
   the	
   Earth	
   and	
   in	
   the	
  
Cosmos,	
   2nd	
   ed.,	
   Geoffrey	
   Zubay,	
   Academic	
   Press,	
   2000,	
   are	
   also	
   used	
   over	
   the	
   course	
   of	
   the	
  
semester,	
  but	
  the	
  text	
  is	
  usually	
  listed	
  as	
  "recommended"	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  taking	
  the	
  course.	
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